Mailed from Alaska: 
19th-century postal cards 


Don Glickstein, editor 


Contents 

2—I|ntroduction 

3—Cards by date 

60—Census database with additional information 


Mailed from Alaska: 
19th-century postal cards 


History isn't made by historians; they merely try to make sense of it. History is 
written by everyday people, famous and not so famous. 


I collect a subspecialty of postal history—the messages written by everyday people 
on the backs of postal cards: government-issued cards that have a preprinted stamp. 
(Canadians use a slightly different term; they call them ‘postal stationery cards' to 
differentiate them from picture post cards.) 


I focus on Alaska postal history. 


U.S. stamp collectors classify postal cards using the "UX" prefix found in Scott's 
Specialized Catalogue of United States Stamps & Covers. 


The U.S. Post Office issued its first postal card in 1873. The earliest-known use of 
a postal card mailed from Alaska is 1879—just six years later and 12 years after the 
U.S. bought Alaska from Russia. 


Postal cards mailed from Alaska are rare before the Gold Rush of 1898. The territory 
was sparsely populated: In 1890 only 32,052 people lived there, down from the 1880 
census of 33,426. (In 1880, only two post offices existed: Fort Wrangel and Sitka.) 


An Alaska Collectors Club member in 1998 tallied 530 extant 19th-century Alaska 
covers, including postal cards. Since then, that number has certainly risen. This 
paper is a census of known postal cards, arranged in chronological order. 


Thanks to Mike Senta of the Club for his contributions, not only to this census, but 
for revising and publishing in 2020 the fourth edition of the classic Postmarks of 
Territorial Alaska. 


Don Glickstein, Seattle, updated Oct. 5, 2024, DonGlickstein.com 
©2024 


Fort Wrangel, July 17, 1879 


UX3. The earliest-known card was mailed by the Rev. John Althoff, a Dutch-born, Catholic priest 
and missionary, to a colleague in the diocese office in Portland, Ore. Written in French, Althoff 


asks his colleague to send him and a New Jersey friend copies of a Catholic newspaper. The card 
last sold in a 2014 auction for $1,050 plus commission. 


[Fort Wrangel, Nov. 21, 1880] 


UX3. Although the card was cancelled on Nov. 26, 1880, in Port Townsend, Wash., a major port at 
the time, the message on the back has a Fort Wrangel dateline. The sender asks to be shipped a 
book and set of "gentleman's gold studs." The card sold in a 2014 auction for $4,250, the attraction 
being the in-demand "kicking mule" cancel. See also Sitka, Nov. 19, 1883. 


Juneau, April 17, 1883 


UX7. Addressed to the Portland brewer, Henry Weinhard, this confirms that the bar owner 
is returning empty beer barrels via steamer. See also Juneau, July 10, 1883. 


HENRY WEINHARD, 
City Brewery, 
Portland, Or. 


Mare forwarded Mis day Vida 
Seamer lll Moe ts 
Capitess... 
the follwing emply Deer Nie Cys: 

sm... Five’s,. a ae — ser. COG Bill 


Sign Nameée:$~4AB&MEAL”’D & —“cr€E4C4MAGC? ™. 


Sitka, May 19, 1883 


UX7. The handwriting is hard to decipher, but the addressee, James Fontaine Maury, is clearly a 
family member or close friend in whom the sender has relied on to conduct business for him. 
Maury (1845-1929) was a principal at Maury Brothers, a New York cotton brokerage, and 
longtime treasurer of the New York Cotton Exchange. His family had been cotton brokers since 
the Washington administration, and Maury Brothers was the nation's chief cotton exporting firm, 
said Maury's obituary in the New York Times. (Thank to Brian Nilsson and Russell Hooper of the 
Fontaine Maury Society.) See also Sitka, Feb. 24, 1884. 
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Sitka, June 16, 1883 


Registry return receipt that shows a parcel mailed from the Providence Tool Co. in Rhode Island 
on May 18, 1883, was received by Fred W. Fickett in Sitka on June 16. The punch holes in the card 
indicate that Providence Tool kept the receipt on what we today would describe generically as a 
rolodex. 


When the registered letter or parcel accompanying this card is delivered, the Postmaster 
will require signature to the receipt on the other side, also on his record of registered deliv- 
eries, and mail this card without cover to address below. rth 

A penalty of $300 is fixed by law for using this card for other than  priciat 


dost Office Bepartment. 


OFFICIAL BUSINESS. Dast Office at’ 


RETURN TO: 


‘ and-date’o “i ° 
, Cliyret Lio 
Name of Sender 7 VO CCECLIMELT?AH 


oe ee Re 8 8 OEE SSS SSS T SSS 


Street and Number, ; 
or Post Gfice Box. 


-Post Office at PROVIDENG? 
County of Providence, State oj Ithode Island. 


—- 


REGISTRY RETURN RECEIPT sent LAG oo ,188 


ENC=, BR. I. 
4 ; 


Post Office at .---- WY 


After. obtaining receipt below, the Postmaster will mail this Card, without cover 
and without postage, to address on the other side. 


*LETTER, 
RECEIVED THE ABOVE DESCRIBED REGISTERED | panos. 


(SENDER’S NAME ON OTHER SIDE.) 


Sign on Gotied lines l tw 2 
to the right. Fut a, 7 f ~\ 
se pe E/ EE AMM, FlC- pee ees 


When delivery is made to other 
than address +, the name of both 
addressee «ul recipient must 
appear. 


 *Hrase letter or parcel according to which is sent. 


2A. TDN Gh, 


Juneau, July 10, 1883 


UX5. Addressed to the Portland brewer, Henry Weinhard, this confirms that the bar owner 
is returning empty beer barrels via steamer. See also Juneau, April 17, 1883. 


Sitka, Nov. [1]8, 1883 


UX5. The sender, William Gouvernor Morris, was a lawyer, Civil War veteran, US marshal, 
treasury agent, and customers collector based in Sitka. (At the time, customs collector was the 
highest civil position in Alaska.) His New York Times obituary noted that he was the great- 


grandson of Declaration signer Lewis Morris, who was the half brother of Gouvernor Morris, who 
draft the Constitution’s “we the people...” preamble. 


PE 6 
: 


[Sitka, Nov. 19, 1883] 


UX7. Similar to the Fort Wrangel card of Nov. 21, 1880, it has a Port Townsend, Wash., kicking 
mule cancel dated Nov. 28, 1883, but was mailed from Sitka nine days before. The handwriting on 
the card is difficult to read in places, but the sender was telling his New York associate about his 
opposition to a business trusteeship. See Sitka, May 19, 1883, and Feb. 24, 1884, for more about the 
addressee. The card sold in a 2020 auction for $425 plus commission. 


es 


ITA, aa 
I) pw 
\ a 

MW 


— 


NOTHING BUT THE ADDRESS CAN BE PLACED ON TR DE. 


Ren oh 

: RIE Yrels OF eps 
Wo : ae te Ie 
> Noes eat PS e wf 


Qoc>2 
cf? 
Wege 
is , 
yy 
~ a ry 
beac 


a 
Bos 
CEP 
Le 
Et 
Bo 
oy i 
jee 
Deyo > 
ss 
ees LEE 
ferwole 


eS 
ho hiner badu 


/ 
g 


fer bef 


Hens 
LBP 


3 


ok 


FE heeols 1-4 


“ Mar 


1.20 
( Matt 
Dee ss 
hes 
mS 


Bile fon 
0 = Oo 
Glee We 


Ine e~' FV _ 00 
Sick tor? 


ere) 


ee 

dell 
ME. 
focus Vc 
Stra 

Yn 

Cool 


“ASS GHGS s UE os 
aah SILAS 


Sitka, Feb. 24, 1884 


UX7. The handwriting is hard to decipher, but the addressee, James Fontaine Maury, is clearly a 
family member or close friend in whom the sender has relied on to conduct business for him. 
Maury (1845-1929) was a principal at Maury Brothers, a New York cotton brokerage, and 
longtime treasurer of the New York Cotton Exchange. His family had been cotton brokers since 
the Washington administration, and Maury Brothers was the nation's chief cotton exporting firm, 
said Maury's obituary in the New York Times. (Thank to Brian Nilsson and Russell Hooper of the 
Fontaine Maury Society.) See also Sitka, May 19, 1883. 
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Loring, May 21, 1886 


UX7. Message side unavailable. Last sold in a 2018 H.R. Harmer auction for $1,200. 
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Sitka, July 7, 1886 


Registry Return Receipt. Letter sent June 21, 1886, from New York to John J. McLean. Arrived in 
Sitka July 8. Receipt received back in New York on July 24. McLean was a sergeant who ran the 
signal station. 


ry _ 


1 When the registered letter or parcel accompanying this card is delivered, the Postmaster 

will require signature to the receipt on the other side, also on his record of registered deliv- 
|| eries, and mail this card without cover to address below. 

|| 


A penalty of $300 is fixed by law for using this card for other than offici 


HI Host Office Department, : rag 
| ONS ae Bost Ottice at |e 


Street and Number, 
or Post Office Box. 


Post Office at NEW YORK, 
County of New York, State of New York. 


* Reg. Letter 
RefnParcel 


*LETTER, 


CRIBED REGISTERED | Ree I 


* Erase letter or parcel according to which is sent, 
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Sitka, Aug. 1, 1887 


bir Ror emp HY AG 


ese 


Juneau, June 2, 1888 


UX7. Message in German. Cancel has inverted date slug, with “Juneau” misspelled as “Junean.” 
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Juneau, May 16, 1889 


UX9. Isaac Hitt, a State of Illinois agent, tried to find the address of Jasper W. Johnson, who he 
thought lived in Alaska. His Alaska correspondent, J.F. Maloney, had last written Johnson in 
January 1889 (front note, dated April 9). Maloney wrote Hitt on May 16. It arrived in D.C. May 29. 
The Post Office saw Hitt had moved, and forwarded the card to Chicago on May 30. Johnson was 
a Pitkin County, Col., presiding judge; Aspen clerk; and Mason. In 1889, he was police magistrate. 
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Fort Wrangel, July 27, 1889 


UX9. Has a partial strike of Milwaukee receiving cancel. Sitka Trading Co. asks: “Saw one of your 
hoisting machines in Seattle on a pile driver. Think it would answer for a steam shr[?] for hoisting 


cargo & anchor. Please send a catalogue & give net prices f.o.b. and we should like to know R.R. 
rates to Seattle.” 
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Fort Wrangel, Aug. 3, 1889 


UX9. “Dear father, ...We were in Alaska yesterday morning at Metla Katla in a come-down rain 

and stopped off Tongas Narrows and at Loring. This morning we reached here. This is a post-- 

office town. I have been ashore and intended to go again after breakfast. ... This is the most 
civilized’ place we have struck. The fort has been abandoned but the village still lives, as it were 


...” See also Fort Wrangel, Aug. 8 & 16, 1889. 
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Fort Wrangel, Aug. 8, 1889 


UX9. “We have just arrived at the Capitol and the ‘Corona’ is at the dock and I take this 
opportunity to forward this. I wrote at Juneau. We were at Chilcat (Pyramid Harbor) the day 
before yesterday, at Fresh-Water Bay and then at Killisnoo. But at none of these were we able to 
reach a post-office except the last. ... It rains hard.” See also Fort Wrangel Aug. 3 & 16, 1889. 
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Fort Wrangel, Aug. 16, 1889 


UX9. Message side unavailable. Mailed from Fort Wrangel on Aug. 16, 1889; arrived in New York 
on Oct. 1. Received by addressee on Oct. 2. See also Fort Wrangel, Aug. 3 & 8, 1889. 
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Fort Wrangel, Aug. 25, 1889 


UX9. Presumably sent by Chas. B. Clegg to a colleague back at his office at the Oakwood Street 
Railway Co. in Dayton, Ohio. “...I am writing with the Indians all about me. I have a fine 


specimen of gold quartz for you. We today turn our faces homeward but will not get there for a 
month yet.” 


<Qakwood © Street « Railway « Company.» 
Pigoeoce. : TT Wane. Olan / 


PAL GIA cl, 
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Juneau, Sept. 16, 1889 


UX9. With fancy purple star obliterators. Acknowledging the subscription to the Portland, Ore., 
Daily Journal of Commerce. The addressee, Hy Weinhard, was probably Henry Weinhard, the 
Brewer, who died in Portland in 1904. His only son died in his infancy. 
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Juneau, May 3, 1890 


UX7. From Sister Mary Zeno, St. Ann’s School, Juneau. “I have received the goods in good order, 


will settle as soon as the balance comes. Please send another Sample collection of Leather articles. 
They are very good. Also send 2 bunches of common glass beads, fine.” 
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Juneau, June 9, 1890 


UX9. No photo available. Addressed to Mrs. N.M. Smith, 56 Simpson St., Montréal. Sold on eBay 
Oct. 7, 2015, for $114. 


“We're around here this morning. Have had delightful weather, and a very enjoyable trip. We 
visited Fort Wrangel, spent one day in Sitka where we visited the Greek Church and heard the 
service. We spent one day in Glacier Bay, and climbed the celebrated Muir Glacier. We saw 
Davidson Glacier and Mounts Tom Mather [?] and Crillon both snow capped or rather snow- 
covered mountains. We visited Treadwell Gold Mines this morning on Douglas Island and saw 
the gold taken out of the quartz rock. We have been here for seven days. We are all well. Much 
love, A.S. 
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Juneau, June 9, 1890 


Registry Return Receipt to Dayton, Ohio. Sister M. Zeno acknowledges receipt of parcel on May 
16. The card was mailed back to Dayton on June 9. 


SRST SITES LY LE EIR IES 
When the registered /etter or parce! accompanying this card is delivered, the Postmaster 
will require signature to the receipt on the other side, also on his record of registered deliv- 
eries, and mail this card without cover to address below. ; 
A penalty of $300 is fixed by law for-using this card for other than official business. 


Host Office Department. 
OFFICIAL BUSINESS. Post Office xt 


RETURN TO: - = ) ioe Od es and date &¢ doliverys 


Name of Sender 


Street and Number, ) 
or Post Office Box. § 


Post Office at DAYTON, 


County of Montgomery, State of Ohio. 


REGISTRY RETURN RECEIPT sent _ 


gaps Post fice at. 


“Reg.Letter * Addressed to 2 Lo 


Reg. Parcel 
Post Office at _ 


After obtaining receipt be vw, the Postmaster will mail this Card, 
and without postage, to address on the other side 


RECEIVED THE ABOVE DESCRIBED REGISTEREDS +t TTER. 
| PARCEL. 


(SENDER’S NAME ON OTHER SIDE.) 


Sign on dotted lines | ; 7 fs 
to the right. . / y 
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addressee and recipient must ap- 
pear. 


ae a a a ee gf Ft 


* Erase letter or parcel according to which is sent. 
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Fort Wrangel, July 5, 1890 
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Sitka, Aug. 9, 1890 


UX9. Mailed to France with required additional postage, Scott No. 219. Receiving cancel, Auxerre, 
France, August (Aout) 28 [?], 1890. Message side unavailable. 


2 Neat lla aia 


POSTAL 
Ghent Sete. Cbtenitts! 
PY he, eG 


- 
Y LOA PG IS COL 
rere 


27 


Sitka, Aug. 9, 1890 


UXé6. No photo or other information available. Addressed to Paris, France. Sold in Robert Siegel 
Auction 556, lot 790, in 1980 for $45. 
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Sitka, July 14, 1891 


UX9. “Chil=Kat, Alaska 


Dear Dell—It is about eleven 'oclock thirty minutes P.M. & Iam writing you from the deck of our 


steamer by sun light. Iam well & we all are enjoying our trip much. Hope this will find you & 
yours well and love asws [always] Dane” 
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Fort Wrangel, May 2, 1893 


UX9. “Books to the value of $5.00 sent as a grant from the American Bible Society, Mch. 27, 1893, 
to Ft. Wrangel Bible [?] have been received, and their receipt is hereby acknowledged. Other books 


as ordered to hand also.” See also Fort Wrangel, July 14, 1893; Sitka, Oct. 29, 1893; and Juneau, 
April 23, 1896. 
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Fort Wrangel, July 14, 1893 


UX9. “Your favor of 17th ult. came duly. We have just sent a few of our Bibles and Test. to 
Killisnoo, at the request of the missionary there. A small but constant demand exists for them here 
among the natives who read a little. Kindly send blank forms to show what annual report is 
expected. Yours, (Rev) C. Thwing, Sec'y Alaska B.S.” With New York receiving cancel, July 24, 
1893. See also Fort Wrangel, May 5, 1893; Sitka, Oct. 29, 1893; and Juneau, April 23, 1896. 
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Fort Wrangel, July 28, 1893 


UX6. Receiving cancel, Dresden Aug. 18, 1893. The card, in German, is a travel itinerary: Tacoma, 
Victoria, Fort Wrangel, points north. Alst. is abbreviation for Old City, a common clarification. 
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Sitka, Oct. 29, 1893 


UX9. See also Fort Wrangel, May 5 and July 14, 1893, and Juneau, April 23, 1896. 


Rerein es ~ aoe SIDE. 
NOV chP934 lecander McLean, 
Answered, — : 
Corresponding Secretary, 


27 Bible House, Astor Place, 
New York, N. Y. 


“994 
Dear Sir: 
Books to the value of $. 222 . sent as 


a grant from the American Bible Society, 
She 6 Seto 
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receipt is hereby acknowledged. 
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Kodiak, Oct. 30, 1893 


UX10. With additional postage for German address, Scott No. 230. Sitka transit cancel. Greeting to 
“Dear Victor.” Talks about using a kayak. Dateline is Wood Island, off Kodiak’s coast. While Wood 
Island was the Post Office name, the island’s actual name is Woody Island. Natives lived there for 
thousands of years, and an archeological district is on the National Register of Historic Places. 
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Sitka, May 19, 1894 


UX6. “The St[eame]r. City of Topeka sails at 11 a.m. May 20. The most northern P.O. in Alaska is 
Mitchell but only at certain times of the year do we have communication with it. Respectfully— 
Paulina Cohen P.M.” The postmistress overwrote the ship’s schedule in contrasting magenta ink: 
Sitka, Juneau, Wrangell, Loring, Mary Island, arriving in Victoria, B.C. on May 25, along with the 
connection to the Hamburg America line, with the steamship Augusta Victoria leaving New York 
and arriving in Britain on July 6. A British stamp dealer sold the card in 2019 for $2,500. 
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[Pribiloff Islands], June 23, 1894 


UX10. San Francisco receiving and SHIP cancels, July 14 & July 15, 1894. Dateline: U.S. Ship 
“Alert,” Pribiloff Islands, June 23, 1894. “Please send to the steam schooner "Lakme" for a small 
package addressed as follows: Wells Fargo Express, San Francisco, Cal. For Mrs. Wm A. Morgan 
316 Haight St, San Francisco and collect express charges on delivery to Mrs. Wm. A. Morgan...” 
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Juneau, April 10, 1895 


Michel (German catalog) P20. With 1¢ Columbian Exposition commemorative, Scott 230. 
Although on a German postal card, it was mailed from Juneau, thereby requiring the US stamp. 
Partial Port Townsend receiving cancel on the eas side. The greeting begins, “Dear family.” 
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Juneau, May 30, 1895 


UX9. “Office of THE ALASKA Searchlight [HERALD crossed out]. Juneau [Sitka crossed out], 
Alaska. Dear Sir: I send you sample copies of the "Searchlight" by this mail. It is the latest and best 
of Alaska publications and I trust you will become a regular reader. Yours truly, Ed Sylvester” The 
Library of Congress says Sylvester published the Searchlight from December 1894 to February 
1898. He used the old Alaska Herald card because he published that in Sitka from June 1892 to 
September 1894. Prior to his newspaper career, he was a deputy U.S. Marshal based in Juneau. In 
1893, he told investigators about a corrupt teacher who had admitted that his teaching was only a 
“blind” so he could get Alaska residence and a federal appointment. The so-called teacher was 
also a street fighter and incited “mob law.” (Survey of Conditions of Indians in United States, U.S. 
Senate, Part 35, 1939, p. 19510) 
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Mitchell, Aug. 1, 1895 


UX11. From the collection of Seely Hall (1923-2005), an Alaska postal-history expert and mentor to 
other collectors. Hall was active in the Alaska Collectors Club, helped found the Alaska Historical 
Society in 1962, was an artist and organizer of the Juneau Artists’ Co-op, and, as a banker, traveled 
throughout the state. (Alaska History News, Summer 2005). Harmers auctioned his collection after 
he died; this card sold for $2,100. The 1¢ Columbian Exposition commemorative, Scott 230, paid 
the extra postage to London, which received the card on Oct. 17. “Sent from Mitchell P.O. Alaska 
Aug Ist 1895 —via St Michaels — Unalaska & San Francisco.” 
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Sitka, Aug. 3, 1895 


UX12. Chicago receiving cancel Aug. 11, 1895. “Am on homeward journey. Except on Thursday 
when we were at Muir Glacier weather has been very bad. Almost constant rain since leaving 
Victoria. My rubber boots have been worth their weight in gold. Only pair on steamer outside of 
crew. Due at Seattle on 7th. Leave here at 3 this afternoon. 
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Killisnoo, Oct. 31, 1895 


UX8. “Have just arrived here in perfect health. Left Port Wrangell yesterday, and go on to Sitka 
tomorrow, then to Juneau, and north to Chilcat, then south to Juneau, Port Wrangell, Port 
Simpson, Queen Charlotte Isds [Islands], Nanaimo, Victoria and Vanc. [B.C.]. Weather fine all 
through—no cold no snow.” The card’s author, Edward F. Odlum and namesake of the addressee, 
his son, was a scholar and traveler after whom a Vancouver, BC, street was named. See also 
Chilkat, Nov. 6, 1895. 
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Chilkat, Nov. 6, 1895 


UX9. “I am far north among storms fogs and glaciers — but still it is not cold. Health good — my 
work going all right meeting friends everywhere. Just now am warmly entertained by Colonel 
Ripinsky who lives here. Love to father and yourself. Home in December.” Solomon Ripinsky 
(1859-1927) was a Polish Jew who immigrated to the US in 1870 at age 11. After spending time in 
Louisiana, California, and Oregon, where he became a colonel in the state militia, he moved to 
Alaska in 1884, where he served many public roles: Chilkat postmaster, US Commissioner, school 
principal, general store owner, author of a book about Alaska natives, US commissioner in 1899, 
judge, and, in 1916, Haines mayor. Mount Ripinsky, north of Haines, was named after him. 
(Blythe Carter, “Solomon Ripinsky,” Haines Sheldon Museum.) Chilkat was the site of a former 
cannery where Ripinsky worked. See also Killisnoo, Oct. 31, 1895. 
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Juneau, April 23, 1896 


UX12. See also Fort Wrangel, May 5 and July 14, 1893, and Sitka, Oct. 29, 1893. 
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Juneau, June 26, 1897 


UX12. “Prince Fredericks Sound. Have just passed the Devil's Thumb and am now spinning along 
toward Juneau which we shall reach about 8 o'clock this evening but as the sun will not set till 
half past ten, that will not make much difference. Last night we stopped at Methahkatla and saw 
the Rev Mr. Duncan and his model village of civilized Indians—and then we wandered round the 
ship and enjoyed the magnificent views of sea and mountains ever changing as the sun slowly 
sank until at 1030 one could easily see to read and write in the dim twilight, & not so very dim 
either—If I had the tongue of a poet & the hand & eye of a painter I could give no idea of this 
wonderful land.” 
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Sitka, June 29, 1897 


UX12. Addressed to Mrs. A.L. Simpson, Second St., Bangor, Maine. with Seattle trans cancel of 


July 4. See Juneau, June 26, 1897, for a card to the same addressee. The notation about the Glacier 
Bay trip is on the copy, not on the original. 
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Skagway, April 18, 1898 


UX14. From C. Gotzian & Co., boot and shoe maker, St. Paul, Minn., April 7, 1898 to A.L. Pheney 
& Co., “Skaguay,” with an April 18 receiving cancel. 
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Sitka, Aug. 5, 1898 


Unknown Scott number. No available photo. Addressed to New York. Harmers, Jan. 13, 1977 
auction of the Bruce Gimelson collection, lot 312. Sold for $26. Richard W. “Bill” Helbock, founder 
of the La Posta postal-history journal and author of Postmarks of Territorial Alaska, criticized many 
of the auction descriptions as hyperbole. Nonetheless, the 424 lots realized $32,612—the 
equivalent of about $148,000 in 2021 dollars. 
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Sitka, Aug. 5, 1898 


UX15. “Greeting from Alaska. Herman A. Heydt” See also Sitka, Aug. 8, 1898. You’d think Heydt 
(1868-1941) was a man of few words, but he was a published poet, classicist, and historian, 
lawyer, teacher, and “world traveler,” according to his obituary in the New York Tines, Aug. 5, 1941. 


He wrote more than 30 books. However, World Cat shows no title about Alaska. See also Sitka, 
Aug. 8, 1898. 
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Sitka, Aug. 8, 1898 


UX15. With New York receiving cancel, date indistinguishable. “Greetings from Alaska.” See also 
Sitka, Aug. 5. 
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Sitka, Aug. 9, 1898 


UX15. With 1¢ Franklin stamp, Scott 279, to pay for foreign destination. Seattle TRANSIT cancel 
(Aug 14) and Pforzheim, Germany, receiving cancel (Aug 28). “... Unable to [?] so am sending 
greetings to you and your family. ...” The John Adams postal card used to foreign destinations is 
an unusual usage with perhaps 200 or so known. 
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Saint Michaels, Aug. 15, 1898 


UX14. “Liebe Frau Sarah. [Dear wife Sarah] Send Mail to Tanana Post office Alaska. 
Actungsvoll Dein [Yours respectfully]” 


Nes E- 
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Tyoonok, Aug. 20, 1898 


Registry receipt penalty card. Only partial photo available. Date inked in. From Robert Siegel 
auction #556, Jan. 23, 1980, lot 801. Sold for $55. The Tyoonok cancel was used from 1896 to 1905, 


when the Post Office changed the spelling to Tyonok. Today, the village, which was moved to 
avoid flooding, is spelled Tyonek. 
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Sitka, Feb. 20, 1899 


UX12. To the New York Daily News. “Managing Editor. Replying to yours of 7th wish we have 


placed your paper on exchange list & have mailed you our issue of 18th inst. & will continue to do 
so. The Alaska Pub Co. per [?]” 


POSTAL CARD —- ONE CENT. 
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Shakan, Feb. 25, 1899 


Registry Return Receipt. The card lets Allen Olmsted of Le Roy, N.Y. know that the package he 
sent to Mrs. W.A. Finn in Shakan arrived safely. Shakan is a little island southwest of Wrangell, 
where the card received a transit cancel. It had a summer Tlingit village and was the site of a 
sawmill built in 1879. Its post office functioned from 1886 to 1936. 
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Juneau, March 26, 1899 


UX14. “Dear Mamma, ... To-day is a fine day, bright & sunny and we shall sail in the "Bayard" to- 
day. Been waiting fo weather. I am 1st mate on her. On letters to me don't write "via Seattle" as it 


confuses the post masters. Will write more on arrival at Seattle. ...” Malden, Mass., receiving flag 
cancel, April 6. 
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Sitka, July 6, 1899 


Canada UX17 (Webb P17) with US Scott 267. Yonkers, NY, receiving cancel Aug. 17. “S.S. Queen 
Nearing Sitka, Alaska. Am I far enough away to make a postcard acceptable [?] for I want to send 
a word of greeting from this wonderful and beautiful Alaska by the Sitka mail. After weeks of 
delightful driving in California, decided on this grand trip, which I fancy you may have made; if 
so, of course, you will remember the grandeur of these endless though ever changing ice cliffs at 
the marvelous Muir Glacier where we have been this a.m. although morning was a different 
morning in this almost nightless days. I wonder if you are on this side of the Atlantic. A.” 
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Ketchikan, July 20, 1899 


Registry Return Receipt. Registered letter mailed July 6, mailed back from Ketchikan July 20, and 
passed through Seattle on July 24 on its way back to Baltimore. 


Sitka, July 26, 1899 


UX14. “Dear Charley, Arrived here this Morning at 10 oclock ok what a ride we traveled by boat 
about 2000 Miles we are pretty tired. Yours, Brother” 
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Rampart, Aug. 22, 1899 


UX14. “Xpect to leave here 24th. Will write from St M[ichaels] + also Seattle upon my arrival. Mail 
recd yesterday. Last date July 6th. Thanks for your papers. Love to all. Lynn” 
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Valdez, Oct. 10, 1899 


UX6. To England with Nov. 3 Seattle transit cancel. “Dear Boy, Just a line to say that I'm safe in 
Valdez, and remain here for the winter. ... Am by this post writing to Dad. Shall hope I have a line 


or two from you by return mail. Ever you affec[tionate]. Bro[ther]. Harry” Harry Baird Pearson 
was part of a government expedition to the Copper River. 
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Skagway, Oct. 30, 1899 


UX14. Mailed to Skagway from Chicago on Oct. 19. Received in Skagway on Oct. 30. The 


addressee , W.L. Green was a Skagway councilman and hardware store owner. Pitkin & Brooks 
was in the china decorating business 1874-1917. 


RQOKS, 
: “es a 


DCG Str: : 
Yours of thee _- 


enclosing remittance for 
Dollars in full, bill 
for which accept thanks. 


Yours respectfully, 
PITKIN«é 
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Appendix — database 


The following database shows these columns, arranged chronologically: 


Ux—Scott Specialized Catalog of United States Stamps & Covers number 
Date—Cancellation date 

PTA—Cancellation type from Postmarks of Territorial Alaska, fourth 
revised edition, Michael Senta, M.D., editor, Senta Publications, PO Box 
949, Palmer AK 99645 


RF—Rarity factor listed in PTA. Nine-point scale, where nine is the 
rarest. 


City—Alaskan city where the card was cancelled or received. 
Addressee—To whom the card was sent. 

Source & price—If known, the auction house or seller and realized 
price. “ex” followed by a name indicates a prominent collector who put 


the card up for auction. 


Content—The verbatim content if it can be determined from often- 
illegible handwriting. Editorial comments are in [brackets]. 


62 


uX date PTA | R | city addressee source content 
F 
3 1879-07-17 5 8 | Fort Rev. Father V. + Matthew Bennett, | [Earliest known date for cancel type] 
Wrangel Capella, Care of 6-13-1999, Sale Omni in Jime ? [Latin] 
Most Reverend 2111, Lot 2226, J'ai regu votre lettre bien courte il est vrai mais qui me promet une 
Archbp. Seghers, | $143. autre a bientot. 
Portland [Oregon] | *HRHarmersale | Veuillez achete pour moi deux numéros du Sentinel (3 Juillet) et, si 
3005, 5-15-2014, ce n'est pas demander trop expédiez les S.V.P. 
lot 1683. $1,050 1° l'avr?je. Le M. J. Althoff vis-a-vis de la station, Haarlem. (Europe- 
hammer, $1,249 Holland) 
net. "UX3, Fort et 2° Le Révérant A. Schockins, St. Joseph's, Jersey City Heights, 
Wrangel, Alaska, New Jersey 
Jul 17 1870 
postmark , double | La Sentinel dit il vrai, quand il nous annonce que nous avons a faire 
struck with year [?] haninault. [?]Avez-vous maintenant visité Victoria?? Et le pére | 
date in error Emfeu, il a accompagné S. Gr. archevéque a Portland n’est-ce pas? 
[incorrect reading | De sorte que vous avez voyagé avec lui. Adieu ou plutét a bientot. 
of the year] as Bien a vous 
there is an 1879 J.A. [John Althoff] 
date on reverse in | Wrangel, le 16 Juillet 1879 
message, on 
postal card, Translation 
addressed Omnici Jime [?] 
Portland (OR), a | received your very short letter, but it is true that it promises me 
very rare andone | another soon. 
of the earlier Please buy me two issues of the Sentinel (July 3) and, if it is not too 
Wrangel markings | much to ask, please ship them to: 
which appears to 1) Mr. J. Althoff via the station at Haarlem. (Europe—Holland) 
be unrecorded by and 2) The Reverend A. Schockins, St. Joseph's , Jersey City 
Helbock, Very Heights, New Jersey 
Fine." 
The Sentinel says it true when it announces that we have to do [...] 
Have you now visited Victoria? And the father [Louis] Eussen [?] 
accompanied the archbishop, to Portland, didn’t he? So that you 
have traveled with him. Farewell, or rather bye for now. 
Best to you 
J. A. [John Althoff] 
Wrangel, July 16, 1879 
3 1880-11-26 — |—| Port Miss Emily Daniel F. Kelleher, | Ft. Wrangle, Alaska Nov. 21, 1880 
Townsend | Lindsley, Portland, | Sept. 11, 2014, | am so sorry, | am so hurried that it is impossible for me to write to 
WA Oregon Sale 656. Has P—. Will you please send me a book for Barton [possible Benton or 
"kicking mule" Boston], and one for the [?] for Konass [?]. Good ones. And a pair set 
cancel with PFC, of gentlemen's gold studs. Send the bill, and | will remitt [sic] by 
#131505. $4,250. | return steamer. 
Yours very hastily, K. Young. 
The bracelets | send by Parson [?] Frannie [?] 
7 1883-04-17 1 8 | Juneau Henry Weinhard * Richard C. [On preprinted form; violet cancel] 
City Brewery Frajola, Sept. 10, Juneau City, April 17, 1883 
Portland, Or. 1988. $28. Have forwarded this day per 
+ Mike Senta Steamer Idaho 


Rail Road — 

Express — 

the following empty Beer Kegs: 
— Five's, 5 Ten's, — Half. Bbls. 

Sign Name: Schmieg & Pettersen 
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ux | date PTA | R | city addressee source content 
F 
7 1883-05-19 6 8 | Sitka James Fontaine * Richard C. [New York rec'd June 7, 1883] 
Maury Esq., Frajola, Sept. 10, Sitka, Alaska, May 2nd[?] '83 
5 Hanover Street, | 1988. $200. Dear James, Having wonderfully rescued 10 P. cards from one extra 
New York City + Mike Senta P.M. | write this is a short bnright night today. | have just pounced on 
your letter of Nov. 2[?] already [?] today "never tamper with P.O. in 
fallibility. | let well enough alone." | guess I'll have time here, even if 
be "Prosperosible." But no C. Gelpin response so far. You say "copy 
my forms. | tell him you are not well enought to write. Do you think "in 
articulo matis" | should not be well enough to blow up [?] old 
curmudgeon? Indeed, | sent him a [?] like our [?} that | guess it killed 
him and like one of our In[?] ancestors in the Bible. He was so 
astonied[?] there is no heart left in him. | look for May mail to bring [?] 
square. Be not you astonied[?] at anything in the shape of envelopes 
or stamps, as the [?] Mr. P.M. will not get on [7]... 
pen | 1883-06-16 6 8 | Sitka Providence Tool + Mike Senta Registry Return Receipt, May 13, 1883 
Co Addressed to Fred W. Fickett, Sitka 
Providence, State 
of Rhode Island 
5 1883-07-10 1 8 | Juneau Henry Weinhard eBay [On preprinted form] 
City Brewery #264686348196, Juneau City, July 10, 1883 
Portland, Or. 4-21-20. $1,150. We Have forwarded this day per 
Steamer Idaho 
Rail Road — 
the following empty Beer Kegs: 
— Five's, — Ten's, 10 Half. Bbls. 
Sign Name: Schmieg & Pettersen 
P. 
5 1883-11-18 6 8 | Sitka Messrs Davy & + Private, 5-1- Sitka. Alaska. Nov 19. 1883 
Pooley 2023, $568 If you received my check for $47.50 by the October steamer which 
Counselors at Law was duly put in the Post Offic e, | should very much like a receipt 
Victoria therefor 
British Columbia Oblige 
Wm Gouverneur Morris 
7 1883-11-28 — |—| Port James Fontaine * Daniel F. Sitka, Alaska, Nov'r. 19th, 1883 
Townsend | Maury Esq., Kelleher, Sale Dear James—By now, you have my [?] Oct'r letter ignoring in toto 
WA Office 5 Hanover | 740, lot 660, $425 | any trusteeship for any property of mine. Wh. | mean to arrange by 


Street, New York 
City, New York 


+ 20%, 6-2020. 
* Private sale, 
2022, $425 


[?] will begin: Much protest has gone clear to [?] to Mcllwain to 
give[?] to Del Baul[?] self-constituted agent & trustee as [?]. The veto 
absolute! | not dead, tho it seems that [?] c[?] [?] where to the [?] 
Stockton in '80—as to [?]. | was a[?] asked no word of syrup [?] 
Mayhap [?] all anybody & good [?], tho it seems [?] to disect my [?] 
kept property to hands of R.A. Gilpin. Not so! As | expected, the [?] 
ignored [?] to help spring marriage! Help! Yes—but in my way & [?] 
that no more ba[?]cked ignored from all Truman family fellowship. 
Lately a theft [?]. | rarely leave of $1200—$05 [?] out. [?] care. Often 
near freezing & star[?]. What we name that ca[?]! State to preserve 
for & friend [?] M.L. Gilpin 


[Kicking mule cancel type II (hoof to circle 6mm) with NY received 12- 


6-83] 
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ux 


date 


PTA 


city 


addressee 


source 


content 


1884-02-24 


N/T 


Sitka 


James Fontaine 
Maury Esgq., 5 

Hanover Street, 
New York (City) 


* Private, 12-17- 
01. NY. $900. 


Sitka, Alaska, Feb. 22 '84 

Dear James, 

By a card in Jan. | ackd. the Seligman Dft. The brief letter not reply 
expected to very important one of no Trustee. No transfer --- last --- 
appointing null & for purpose. Not knowing what may come this 
month | just prepare this card to say astonished at you so strict giving 
without any order from me as the --- carte blanche to M. to --- $100 to 
amuse herself by spending on what not only de trop, but a burden 
hindering my departure. In view of something to eat - a little of wk. --- 
to welcome the most | said was "take ---money." Could have 
screamed with disappointment when not a thing in big --- box to 
satisfy cravings of hunger by day & night thro in this very scarce 
place | --- so cold for some ---& nothing to give away. Had she 
emptied her store-closet of old ---or spent 1/10th on little stores. | put 
up a--- trundle of 4 Ibs (64 cts) wrapped in a piece of dark M. de laine 
or C. flannel open at one end- it would have been a treasure to keep 
from real hunger. Boxes will break in collision with others in big mail 
bag. Have tried to write to her, but so cold, am chiefly in bed &fingers 
freeze if put outside. Pneumonia and bronchitis making cough bad. 
Purchase as injudicious as could be & not acceptable ---wk. a liberty 
--- L.G. to send thro’ Briaca. If the children themselves make little 
effort in response to --- and sends to them- | prize it, not otherwise. | 
so much luxury & would work think. M.L.G. 

[revd can 3-11-84] 


1884-02-24 


Sitka 


James Fontaine 
Maury Esgq., 5 

Hanover Street, 
New York (City) 


+ Mike Senta 


Sitka, Alaska, Feb. 24th 1884. 

Dear James. | mailed a card yesterday, saying | was astonished at 1 
proceeding—but [?] having come am [?] astonished at no letter from 
[?] even orders, as always long before this. Have you made yourself 
ill by doing too much [?] Sept. 2. [?] you 10 straight letters [?] "a file 
[?] compass box"—drawing you to work into other for them. [?] neg 
letters ro you [?] & Artesans' Bank [?] no response. These are 
absolute on the point that | had sent no tempering with my property, 
no trusteeship work [?] billing added to taking [?] the girl near plotting 
neglecting marriage & settling on Phil & [?]. Write yourself & have [?] 
to write to point. | am here suffering actually from [?] & cold. [...] 
Write to M.S.G. 


1886-05-21 


Loring 


Jos. M. Brown 
G.F. & P Agent 
Western & Atlantic 
Ry 

Atlanta Ga 


HR Harmer Sale 
3022, lot 2032. 
$1,200. Oct. 25- 
27, 2018 


[Reverse side unavailable] Spindle hole in indicia 


pen 


1886-07-08 


Sitka 


W.R. Stewart 
8115 Ave. 
New York 


Private sale, 3-9- 


2021, $200 


Registry Return Receipt. Letter sent June 21, 1886 from John J. 
McLean, Sitka. Post July 8. Arrives NY July 23. Sent to Stewart July 
24. No form number. 

[McLean was a sergeant who ran the signal station.] 
vilda.alaska.edu/digital/collection/cdmg13/search/searchterm/McLean 
archives.consortiumlibrary.org/collections/specialcollections/hmc- 
0108/?highlight=john%20j%20mclean 
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9 1887-08-01 10 Sitka Mrs. H. A. + Richard Frajola, Dear J. 
Yardley, Sale 40, 4-22- Here we are as far away as we expect to be. Our week has been full 
Washington CT 1989, lot 60. $20. of delight and wonder. Islands, lakes mountains, snow peaks, 

+ Mike Senta cascades, Indians, and now icebergs and glaciers. We are ? aboard 
today ? one of the largest—if not the very largest—glacier in this 
world. A wonderful blue ? full of terrible beauty. | have written a long 
account of everything which is to go to you after the sisters and 
children at N.E. have read it. This is only a ? word to tell you how | 
hope you are better. We go to Sitka tomorrow and then turn our faces 
once again to civilization. Dear love to all. 

Glacier Bay, Alaska, Sunday July 31. L.N.G. 
7 1888-06-02 5 Juneau Mr. D. Hintman * Greg Manning 5- | [inverted date slug; message in German] 
1107 Scott Str 26-1992 no price. | D. Claussen 
San Francisco + ex-Gimelson, lot 

132, Harmers, Jan 

1977, $125 

+ Mike Senta 

9 1889-05-16 2 Juneau Isaac Hitt, Illinois Alaska Collectors Revd cancel, Washington, 5-29-89 & 5-30-89. 
State Agent, Club, 1-31-20. Juneau Alaska, Apr. 7th 1889 
Washington DC. $213. Isaac R. Witt Esq. 
Redirected to 142 Dr. Sir 
Dearborn St., Jasper W. Johnson's address is Aspen Colorado. 
Chicago, IL Respectfully 
J.F. Malony 
[Johnson was a Pitkin County presiding judge and Aspen clerk, 
member of the Hiram Lodge No. 98 of Masons in Aspen. In 1889, he 
was police magistrate.] 
Front side has notes, presumably from addressee: 
Apl 7/89 Jasper W. Johnsontaspen Colorado 
June 1/89 | wrote JWJ 
Addressee forwarded from Washington May 30 to Chicago 
9 1889-07-27 9 Fort The Filer Stowell private, Carl [Partial strike of Milwaukee backstamp] 
Wrangel Co., Milwaukee, Cammarata. $400. | Sitka, Alaska 
Wis. July 27th, 1889 


Saw one of your hoisting machines in Seattle on a pile driver. Think it 
would answer for a steam shr? for hoisting cargo & anchor. Please 
send a catalogue & give net prices f.o.b. and we should like to know 
R.R. rates to Seattle. 

Sitka Trading Co. 

Steam Schr. L co. 
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9 1889-08-03 9 8 | Fort Mr. Wm. H. Lee Mike Senta Fort Wrangel, Alaska, August 3rd 1889 
Wrangel # 138 Washington Dear father, | wrote last at Victoria. We were in Alaska yesterday 
St. morning at Metla Katla in a come-down rain and stopped off Tongas 
Hartfor Conn. Narrows and at Loring. This morning we reached here. This is a post- 
USA -office town. | have been ashore and intended to go again after 
breakfast. We did not stop at Nanaimo in B.C. for coal. Metla Katla is 
a missionary station. Tongas Narrows a salmon cannery as is also 
Loring. This is the most "civilized" place we have struck. The fort has 
been abandoned but the village still lives, as it were. | expect this 
card will reach you by the steamer following this one, which returns 
four days sooner than this one. Your afffectionate?] son, J.G. Lee 
9 1889-08-08 9 8 | Fort Mr. Wm. H. Lee Mike Senta Sitka, Alaska, Aug 8th 1889 
Wrangel # 138 Washington Dear father, 
St. We have just arrived at the Capitol and the ‘Corona’ is at the dock 
Hartfor Conn. and | take this opportunity to forward this. | wrote at Juneau. We were 
USA at Chilcat (Pyramid Harbvor) the day before yesterday, at Fresh- 
Water Bay and then at Killisnoo. But at none of these were we able 
to reach a post-office except the last. We saw the "Davidson Glacier" 
at Pyramid Harbor but did not go into Glacier Bay on account of the 
weather. We expect to take it in on the return. Will be here at least 48 
hours. It rains hard. Your afffectionate?] son. J.G.Lee 
9 1889-08-16 9 8 | Fort Mr. Wm. H. Lee * Daniel, Keller, 4- | [Redirected to 516 5th Ave, New York; NY received cancel Oct. 1. 
Wrangel # 138 Washington | 9-2011, lot 1800. Pencil notation rec'd Oct. 2] 
St. $425 
Hartfor Conn. 
USA 
9 1889-08-25 9 8 | Fort Mr. Ingham Ross, | Weiss Philatelic [preprinted message card for Chas. B. Clegg sent by Clegg back to 
Wrangel Oakwood Street auction 6-6-1998, | the office] 
RR Co., Dayton Bethlehem PA. Ft Wrangle Alaska Aug 25th 1889 
OH $575. Dear Sir: 
| want to write a word to you from way off here in Alaska. 
Alaska Collectors | | am writing with the Indians all about me. | have a fine specimen of 
Club, 1-31-20. gold quartz for you. We today turn our faces homeward but will not 
$392. get there for a month yet 
Respectfully yours, Chas. B. Clegg, President. 
9 1889-09-16 2 7 | Juneau M Hy Weinhard Mike Senta [With two purple fancy star obliterators; preprinted] 
PORTLAND, Sept __, 1889 
OREGON. Dear Sirs: 


We have been advised of your kind remembrance in having the 
JOURNAL OF COMMERCE sent to us for the ensuing year, for 
which please accept thanks. 

Yours truly, 

Name of form: John F. Grey & Co. 

Address: Juneau Alaska 
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f 1890-05-03 6 6 | Juneau Mr. Philip A. * Siegel Auction Sir: 
Kemper #355, 6-25-69, | have received the goods in good order, will settle as soon as the 
Nos. 19 & 21 $10. balance comes. Please send another Sample collection of Leather 
West Second * Richard Frajola, | articles. They are very good. Also send 2 bunches of common glass 
Street Sale 40, 4-22- beads, fine. 
Dayton Ohio 1989, lot 47. $50. | Respectfully yours 
+ Mike Senta Sister Mary Zeno 
St Ann's School 
Juneau, Alaska May 2nd, 1890 
9 1890-06-09 6 6 | Juneau Mrs. N.M. Smith eBay, Juneau, Alaska June 9th 
56 Simpson St #181888997965, We're around here this morning. Have had delightful weather, and a 
Montréal 10-7-2015. $114. very enjoyable trip. We visited Fort Wrangel, spent one day oin Sitka 
Canada where we visited the Greek Church and heard the service. We spent 
one day in Glacier Bay, and climbed the celebrated Muir Glacier. We 
saw Davidson Glacier and Mounts Tom Mather(?) and Crillon both 
snow capped or rather snow-covered mountains. We visited 
Treadwell Gold Mines this morning on Douglas Island and saw the 
gold taken out of the quartz rock. We have been here for seven days. 
We are all well. Much love, A.S. 
pen | 1890-06-09 6 6 | Juneau P.A. Kemper Mike Senta Registry Return Receipt sent 5/16, 1890 to Sister M. Zeno, Juneau 
Post Office at Alaska 
Dayton, 
County of 
Montgomery, 
State of Ohio 
9 1890-07-05 11 8 | Fort Mrs. P.B. Hurlburt | Mike Senta July 5th. Fort Wrangell. 
Wrangel 620 S. Fifth St. So far on our journey—We found ourselves miserably swindled. We 
Minneapolis had paid as much as any one, yet we three were piled on above any 
Minnesota others in a dark hole with a broken sky light. Worse than that, we 
found ourselves over the boiler & the one who slept on the ground 
berth [?] ship! | made a strong representation to the purser & 
obtained some mitigation. We are now fairly comfortable & shall be 
more so tomorrow ehen some passengers leave us at Juneau. You 
ought to hear some of A.B.'s funny remarks. He compared our 
situation to "a sardine box with 3 whales in it." Said next morning that 
she felt "like a cape compressed [?] and when the time came for her 
descent from the sky perch wished she" was a monkey with a 
prehensile tail." Ser[?] so far rather beautifiul than grand. Every hill 
an island—wooded with occasional snow peaks & here & there a 
waterfall. We stay at Wrangell from 8 AM to 2 PM. Can't tell you what 
is to be seen here as this [?] be ready for the mail before we land. | 
wrote you from Banff. A & | stopped 2 days also at the Glacier House 
in the Selkirks. we enjoyed it much—glaciers, waterfalls, tame bears, 
beautiful flowers & birds. A.B. paid for it, being bitten by the 
mosquitos into a fever. Kind regards to friends—not forgetting Mr. [?] 
who flattered me immensely by making me write to him! But | have 
not the necessary concerit. At least not year. Wish Harry could have 
been along with a good Kodak. [?] N o other chance to write till we 
get back to the States. 
6 1890-08-09 11 6 | Sitka Paris, France Robert Siegel 
auction 556, 1-23- 
1980, lot 790. $45. 
9 1890-08-09 11 6 | Sitka Monsieur E(?) Private. $400. [Auxerre receiving cancel, with #219] 


Breuille, Jardinier 
du M- Colteur, 
Auxerre, France 
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9 1891-07-14 12 5 | Sitka Mrs. Geo. H. Cammarata 1998; | Chil=Kat, Alaska 
Edgcomb, Henry Spelman Dear Dell— 
Cortland NY, 3 auction 12-14- It is about eleven ‘oclock thirty minutes P.M. & | am writing you from 
strikes 1979. $250. the deck of our steamer by sun light. | am well & we all are enjoying 
our trip much. Hope this will find you & yours well and love asws 
[always] 
Dane 
9 1893-05-02 11 7 | Fort Rev. Alexander Phil Bansner April 27th 1893 
Wrangel Mc Lean, 1998. $178. Dear Sir: Books to the value of $5.00 sent as a grant from the 
Corresponding American Bible Society, Mch. 27, 1893, to Ft. Wrangel Bible (?) have 
Secretary, been received, and their receipt is hereby acknowledged. Other 
27 Bible House, books as ordered to hand also. 
Astor Pl., NYC (Rev) C. Thwing, Secy. 
9 1893-07-14 10 | 7 | Fort Rev. Alex. Mc Ruby Stamps, Ft. Wrangel, July 11/93 
Wrangel Lean, eBay, 12-22-2008. | Rev. and dear Sir, 
Bible House, New | $62. Your favor of 17th ult. came duly. We have just sent a few of our 
York City Bibles and Test. to Killisnoo, at the request of the missionary there. A 
small but constant demand exists for them here among the natives 
who read a little. Kindly send blank forms to show what annual report 
is expected. 
Yours, (Rev) C. Thwing, Sec'y Alaska B.S. 
[Has D NY received cancel on July 24, 1893] 
6 1893-07-22 11 8 | Fort Dr. Med. Kurt Alaska Collectors [Revd can Dresden 8-18-93] Sender dates July 24. 
Wrangel Wolf, Dresden, Club, 9-30-2005 [In German, travel itinerary: Tacoma, Victoria, Fort Wrangel, points 
Altst[adt], auction. $273. north. Alst. is abbreviation for Old City, a common address 
Germany clarification] 
Possibly UX6, but the issue date of UX13 synchs up better with the 
cancel. 
9 1893-10-29 12 | 5 | Sitka Rev. Alexander Mike Senta Sitka Alaska Oct 28th 1893 
Mc Lean, Dear Sir: Books to the value of $30.00 sent as a grant from the 
Corresponding American Bible Society, Aug 29th, 1893, to Sitka Alaska S.I. Training 
Secretary, School have been received, and their receipt is hereby 
27 Bible House, acknowledged. Other books as ordered to hand also. 
Astor Pl., NYC [signature] 
10 1893-10-30 2 6 | Kodiak Mr Victor Mike Senta [Sitka transit, type 11, Nov. 8; 1-cent Columbian #230 addtl postage] 
Schroder Jr Wood Island, Kodiak Alaska 29.10.93 
Hofbirchhandlung Liebber Victor! [rest of message in German. Used a kayak.] 
Gotha, Thuringen 
Germany 
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1894-05-19 


on| Tw 


Sitka 


Mr. H. Rehlen, 94 
Devonshire Rd. 
Forest Hill, 
London SE 
ENGLAND 


* Harbour Auctions 
(Matthew Bennett) 
9-24-2000. $525. 

* Private, Stephen 
Taylor, 2019. 
$2,500. 


[Ex-Jerry Login, Howard Kristol] 


Sitka May 5, 1894 

Dear Sir. The Str. City of Topeka sails at 11 .m. May 20. The most 
northern P.O. in Alaska is Mitchell but only at certain times of the 
year do we have communication with it. The next is Sand Point. 
Respectfully—Paulina Cohen P.M. 


[Postmistress overwrites ship schedule:] 
S/S City of Topeka Am 1057/12 
Pacific Coast S/S Co. 

Sitka 20/5, 11 am 

Juneau 20/5 

Wrangell 22/5 

Loring 22/5 

Mary Island 23/5 

ar. Victoria 25/5 

S/S Augusta Victoria Ge 4661/18/2 
Hamburg America P.A.S 

Bd. New York 31/5 420 pm 

Bd. ?cilly 7/6 noon 

"H?rst Cas?le 7/6, 1020 pm 

Ar Southampton 7/6 


Mail de'ld S.L. 8/6, 740 am 


10 


1894-06-23 


Pribiloff 
Islands 


Wells Fargo 
Express 

San Francisco 
California 


Mike Senta 


[San Francisco rec'd and SHIP cancels, July 14 & July 15, 1894] 
U.S. Ship "Alert" 

Pribiloff Islands 

June 23rd/94 

Wells Fargo Express 

San Francisco 

Please send to the steam schooner "Lakme" for a small package 
addressed as follows: 

"Wells Fargo Express 

San Francisco, Cal. 

For Mrs. Wm A. Morgan 

316 Haight St 

San Francisco" 

and collect express charges on delivery to Mrs. Wm. A. Morgan 317 
Haight St, San Francisco. 

Respectfully 

Wm. A. Morgan 
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Mi 1895-04-10 10 | 5 | Juneau Emilio Weins Mike Senta [With 1-cent Columbian #230; partial Port Townnsend received 
P20 Esquire cancel on back] 
clof |. Slatz [Message in German] 
Port Townsend 
Wash 
Maple Avenue 
9 1895-05-30 9 6 | Juneau P.J. Frisby Esq. Mike Senta Office of THE ALASKA Searchlight [HERALD crossed out]. Juneau 
Lena Illinois [Sitka crossed out], Alaska 
Dear Sir: 
| send you sample copies of the "Searchlight" by this mail. It is the 
latest and best of Alaska publications and | trust you will become a 
regular reader. 
Yours truly, Ed Sylvester 
11 1895-08-01 1 8 | Mitchell Mr. H. Rehlen, * Herst 5-12-1971. | [With 1¢ Columbian tied. London cancel Oct. 17, 1895. ex-Seely Hall] 
England, fwd from | $100. 
Forest Hill, S.E. * Private 5-22- "Sent from Mitchell P.O. Alaska Aug 1st 1895 —via St Michaels — 
London to South 1993. $2,500. Unalaska & San Francisco." London recvd can Oct. 17. 
Norwood, with * Harmers, lot 
#230 1224, 2-22-2005. 
$2,100. 
* Mike Senta 
12 1895-08-03 13 | 5 | Sitka George W. + Mike Senta [Chicago rec'd cancel Aug. 11) 
Rogers Esq Sitka. Aug 3. 95 
820 Chamber of Am on homeward journey. Except on Thursday when we were at 
Commerce Muir Glacier weather has been very bad. Almost constant rain since 
Chicago III leaving Victoria. My rubber boots have been worth their weight in 
gold. Only pair on steamer outside of crew. Due at Seattle on 7th. 
Leave here at 3 this afternoon. 
JLR 
8 1895-10-31 2 6 | Killisnoo Master Eddie Cammarata 1997. | Killisnoo Alaska Oct 30/95 
Odlum, Lucknow, | $50. Dear Eddie 
Ont. Have just arrived here in perfect health. Left Port Wrangell yesterday, 
and go on to Sitka tomorrow, then to Juneau, and north to Chilcat, 
then south to Juneau, Port Wrangell, Port Simpson, Queen Charlotte 
Isds, Nanaimo, Victoria and Vanc. Weather fine all through—no cold 
no snow. Love to you all 
E.O. 
9 1895-11-06 2 8 | Chilkat E. Odlum, Esq., * Private, 5-22- [with 4-ring target killer] 
Lucknow, Ont. 1993. $300. Chilkat Nov 7/95 
Canada * Siegel, sale Dear Son 
1291, 7-25-23, lot | | am far north among storms fogs and glaciers — but still it is not 
393, part of larger | cold. Health good — My work going all right meeting friends 
collection, $1,561 everywhere. Just now am warmly entertained by Colonel Ripinsky 
who lives here. Love to father and yourself. Home in December. 
E.O. 
12 1896-04-23 10 | 5 | Juneau Rev. Alexander Cammarata 1997. | (Preprinted with blanks) 
Mc Lean, $100. Apr. 23 1896 


Corresponding 
Secretary, 27 
Bible House, Astor 
PI., NYC 


Dear Sir: Books to the value of $2.65 sent as a grant from the 
American Bible Society, Mar 30, 1896, to Anna M. Leach have been 
received, and their receipt is hereby acknowledged. 
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12 1897-06-26 10 | 5 | Juneau Mrs. A. L. John Amberman June 26th 1897 
Simpson, Second | sale Feb. 1993, Prince Fredericks Sound 
St., Bangor ME $80. Have jussed passed the Devil's Thumb and am now spinning along 
Sims 1997. $55. toward Juneau which we shall reach about 8 o'clock this evening but 
as the sun will not set till half past ten, that will not make much 
difference. Last night we stopped at Methahkatla and saw the Rev 
Mr. Duncan and his model village of civilized Indians—and then we 
wandered round the ship and enjoyed the magnificent views of sea 
and mountains ever changing as the sun slowly sank until at 1030 
one could easily see to read and write in the dim twilight, & not so 
very dium either—lf | had the tongue of a poet & the hand & eye of a 
painter | could give no idea of this wonderful land. 
12 1897-06-29 13 5 | Sitka Mrs. A. L. John Amberman Black & white photo of front only. With Seattle transit cancel, July 4, 
Simpson, Second | sale Feb. 1993, 1897 
St., Bangor ME $75. 
14 1898-04-18 1 6 | Skagway | A.L. Pheney & Cammarata 1997. | [Received Skagway cancel, both sides. Flag cancel, St. Paul, Minn. 
Co., Skaguay AK | $135. 4-7-1898] 
From: C. Gotzian & Co., Manufacturers of boots and shoes. 
St. Paul, Minn. Apr. 5, 1898 
We are in receipt of your favor inclosing One hundred seventy two 
and 20/dollars, which we have placed to your credit. 
Please accept our thanks. 
Respectfully yours, C. Gotzian & Company. Per [initial] 
Cash, - #172.20 
Discount $_ 
15 1898-08-05 17 | 5 | Sitka Miss Daisy Evans | * ex-Gimelson, [NY rec'd cancel 8-16-98. Type 17 wi/cork cancel] 
1484 B'way Harmers lot 312, Greeting from Alaska. 
New York City. 1-13-1977, $26 Herman A. Heydt 
* eBay Sitka, Aug. 5/98 
#353353840844 
(Mike Senta), 1- 
24-21, $33 
? 1898-08-05 ? ? | Sitka New York ex-Bruce [Unknown Scott number. No available photo. Richard W. “Bill” 
Gimelson, Helbock, founder of the La Posta postal-history journal and author of 
Harmers lot 312, Postmarks of Territorial Alaska, criticized many of the auction 
1-13-1977, $26 descriptions as hyperbole. Nonetheless, the 424 lots realized 
$32,612—the equivalent of about $148,000 in 2021 dollars. ] 
15 1898-08-05 17 | 5 | Sitka Bert Walling, c/o eBay Greeting from Alaska. 
Miss J??ie #160661479129, Herman A. Heydt 
Lippman, 20 Oct. 12, 2011. Sitka, Aug. 7 98 
Bouse Str., New $48. 
York City 
15 1898-08-09 17 | 5 | Sitka Herman Peter Stafford, [With Scott 279, Seattle TRANSIT cancel (Aug 14) and Pforzheim 
Kammerer, American Stamp received can (Aug 28)] 
Pforzheim, Club of Great 
Germany. Britain. $136. [Personal message in German] 


Unable to ??? so am sending greetings to you and your family. 
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14 1898-08-15 3 Saint Mrs Sarah Mike Senta St. Michael, August 15/98 
Michaels | Reuther Liebe Frau [wife] Sarah. Send Mail to Tanana Post office Alaska. 
300-22nd Street Actungsvoll Dein [Respectfully yours] 
Chicago Ill John A. Reuther 
[With Seattle transit cancel] 
pen | 1898-08-20 1 Tyoonok Robert Siegel [Registry bill. Date inked in ms] 
#556, 1-23-1980, 
lot 801. $55. 
12 1899-02-20 17 Sitka New York Daily Sims 1997. $90. Sitka Alaska. 
News, 31 & 32 2/20/99. 
Park Row, NYC Managing Editor. 
Replying to yours of 7th wish we have placed your paper on 
exchange list & havemailed you our issue of 18th inst. & will continue 
to do so 
The Alaska Pub Co. per (?) 
pen | 1899-02-25 2 Shakan Allen S. Olmsted Mike Senta [Registry Return Receipt] 
Le Roy, N.Y. Le Roy, NY revd, 3-10-99. Fort Wrangel, R1, Feb. 27, 1899. 
Parcel received and signed for by Mrs. W.A. Finn, Shakan 
14 1899-03-26 13 Juneau Mrs. W. C. 1997. $20. Juneau, Alaska, Mar. 26, 1899. 
Rogers, 468 Dear Mamma, Yours of Feb 28 & Mar. 14 just received this a.m. To- 
Pleasant St., day is a fine day, bright & sunny and we shall sail in the "Bayard" to- 
Malden Mass day. Been waiting for weather. | am 1st mate on her. On letters to me 
don't write "via Seattle" as it confuses the post masters. Will write 
more on arrival at Seattle. With best love from 
—H.J. Rogers 
[Malden, Mass. receiving flag cancel, April 6] 
Webb | 1899-07-06 17 Sitka Miss M. Colgate + ex-Bruce S.S. Queen 
P17 Glenwood Gimelson, Nearing Sitka, Alaska 
US Yonkers New York | Harmers, lot 313, | Am | far enough away to make a postcard acceptable?for | want to 
267 U.S.A. 1-13-77. $55. send a word of greeting from this wonderful and beautiful Alaska by 
+ eBay, Postal- the Sitka mail. After weeks of delightful driving in California, decided 
Americana, on this grand trip, which | fancy you may have made; if so, of course, 
Cammarata, you will remember the grandeur of these endless though ever 
December 2013. changiing ice cliffs at the marvelous Muir Glacier where we have 
$350. been this a.m. although morning was a different morning in this 
almost nightless days. | wonder if you are on this side of the Atlantic. 
A 
Yonkers, NY received cancel, 8-17-1899 
pen | 1899-07-20 3 Ketchikan | Mr. E.F. White, Ballston [Seattle transit can 7-24-99. ] 
127 Warren Ave., | Philatelics. $152. Registry return receipt sent 7.6, 1899 
Baltimore Reg. No. 625 From Post Office at Baltimore, MD. Reg. Letter 


Addressed to A. F. White, Post Office at Ketchikan Alaska... 


13 


1899-07-26 


1899-08-22 


1899-10-20 


1899-10-30 


17 


R2 


Sitka 


Rampart 


Valdez 


Skagway 


Mr. Charles Bauer, 1411 
Moyamensing Ave, 
Philada Penna U.S.A. 


Robt B Smith 
New Castle 
Indiana 


Sidney B. Pearson Esq. 
Maidenhead, Berks. 
England 

[forwarded to] Chapel St., 
Exmouth 


W.L. Green, Skagway, 
Alaska 


La Posta Subscribers 
Auction, 11-7-2004. 
$112. 


«eBay 
#261003971766, April 
21,2012. $342. 

* Mike Senta 


Mike Senta 


Nutmeg Stamp B38 
7-20-2006. $40. 


Sitka Alaska July 26th 99 

Dear Charley, 

Arrived here this Morning at 10 oclock ok what a ride we traveled by boat about 2000 Miles we are 
pretty tired 

Yours, Brother 

8-22-99 

Xpect to leave here 24th. Will write from St M" + also Seattle upon my arrival. Mail recd yesterday. 
Last date July 6th. Thanks for your papers. Love to all 

Lynn 

[Seattle transit cancel, Nov. 3, 1899] 

Valdez Alaska Oct 20th 1899 

Dear Boy, 

Justa line to say that I'm safe in Valdez, and remain here for the winter. Shall be glad to get papers 
"add libe". Am by this post writing to Dad. Shall hope I have a line or two from you by return mail. 
Ever you affec. Bro. 

Harry 


[R2 cancel, mailed from Chicago] 

Office of Pitkin & Brooks, 56, 58, 60 & 62 Lake Street 

Chicago, Oct 19 1899 

Dear Sir: Yours of the 6 is at hand enclosing remittance for 19.99 Dollars in full, bill 6-23 for which 
accept thanks. Yours respectfully, Pitkin & Brooks per (initials) 

[Green was a councilman and hardware store owner; Pitkin & Brooks 1874-1917 china decorating 
business] 
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